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I am sure that it has been impossible to ignore that the Christmas season is upon us.  Not that any of us would want to 

ignore the birth of Jesus Christ, but through the television programs, Christmas music on the radio and the Christmas 

decorations in all of the stores, we are reminded every year of what is approaching us.  It seems as though this season 

begins earlier every year with Halloween decorations being taken down the night of October 31st and Christmas deco-

rations going up on November 1st.  Nevertheless it is good to anticipate Christmas and to celebrate what it represents. 
 

As Christians, this should be one of the most memorable times of year for us.  Not only because we enjoy seeing fam-

ily or receiving gifts, but because this season celebrates the fulfillment of the promises of God to send a savior into the 

world to rescue us from our sins.  As we look throughout the entire Old Testament beginning in Genesis 3:15 all the 

way through the book of Malachi, we see the promise of a savior to come into the world.  Now as we look back at the 

fulfillment of this promise in the New Testament, we celebrate Godôs faithfulness but we also look forward in faith to 

the return of his Son. 
 

So as we approach this season, we will spend the first three Sundays together in the book of Isaiah and conclude on 

Christmas Eve in the gospel of Luke.  Isaiah is often nicknamed the fifth gospel because of the good news of Christ 

that is frequently presented.  So as we look into Isaiah together, we will spend our first Sunday in Isaiah 2:1-5 consid-

ering the theme of Anticipation.  Our second Sunday will be in Isaiah 8:21-9:7 with the theme of Hope.  Our third 

Sunday will be in Isaiah 11:1-10 with the theme of Peace.  Then on Christmas Eve morning we will be in Luke 2:1-14 

with the theme of Fulfillment.   
 

In addition to anticipating the birth of our savior, we will also have a special Christmas program on Sunday evening 

December 17th.  On this evening, we will have the choir from Blue Ridge Christian School performing for us.  We will 

also have our choir singing as well as some congregational singing.  Then, we will go Christmas caroling on Wednes-

day, December 20th at 6:00pm before coming back to the church for cookies and hot chocolate.  We will also have our 

annual candlelight Christmas Eve service on Sunday, December 24th at 6:00 pm.  I encourage you to see all of these 

events as opportunities to invite others to join with us as we celebrate Jesus Christ. 
 

Finally, there are two resources that I would like to commend to you for this Advent season.  The first one you will 

receive this Sunday.  It is titled ñCome, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.ò  It is a book containing 22 readings that are only 

2 or 3 pages each.  Every reading is written by someone different, ranging from authors such as John MacArthur and 

R.C. Sproul to Joni Eareckson Tada and Alistair Begg.  I encourage you to pick up a copy on Sunday and strive to 

read through it this Christmas season.  The second resource is for families with children. It is a plan for Advent read-

ings through ñThe Jesus Story Book Bible.ò  The plan requires you to own a copy of this Bible.  Either way, if you are 

interested, you can download that plan HERE.    
 

I look forward to celebrating Advent with you this year as we remember the goodness of God in providing a way for 

us to be reconciled to him through his son Jesus Christ.  I hope and pray that through this time, we will see Jesus as 

great and glorious through remembering his coming into the world.  At the same time, I pray that this month will be a 

time of longing for us as we are reminded of the promise of our savior to coming again, to receive us to himself for all 

eternity.  
 

Serving Him with You, 

Pastor Michael Nelson P. 1 

http://www.faithgateway.com/jesus-storybook-bible-advent-confirmation/
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Forest Avenue Baptist Family Shelter is an  
emergency homeless shelter that houses  

homeless women with children.  First Baptist 
Church is partnering with Forest Avenue to  

provide toys and prepared food for their  
Christmas to Remember dinner on  

Saturday, December 9, 2017. 
 

For more info about how you can help,  
please see the bulletin board in the hall. 

 

First Saturday 
10 AM Saturday,  

December 2 
Please bring a snack to share as well as a  
$5 donation to cover the cost of supplies.   

Katy Neal will demonstrate how to make  
canning jar lid ornaments.  All women and girls 
 are invited to join for this fun and festive time. 

 

5:30 PM 
Wednesdays 

 

Worship Rehearsal for the Band and Choir 
Interested in joining the choir?  Donõt wait! 

Youth Christmas Party 
7 PM to 10 PM Saturday, December 2 

at the Bonin Home 
 

Snacks - Games - White Elephant Gift Exchange 
 

Make sure to bring a gift of $5 or under 
for the White Elephant. 

 

For transportation, meet at FBC at 6:30 PM  
and return to FBC by 10:30 PM. 

Week of Prayer December 3¹10 
Our Goal: $10,000 
Received: $     718 

Deacon Meeting  
4:30 PM Sunday,  

December 3 

Awana Bible Club 
Sunday Evenings  

Meal 5:15 PM, Club 5:45 PM 

Life Discipleship  
6 PM Sunday Evenings 

òWhen I Donõt Desire Godó by 
John Piper 

 

If you would like to donate a poinsettia to be 
placed in the sanctuary in memory of a loved 

one, please put $9 in an offering  
envelope and include your name and  

the name of your loved one. 
 

Those who donate poinsettias will be  
invited to take the plants home after the 

Christmas Season is over. 



 

 

 

 

~Mark Your Calendar~  
 

Saturday, December 16  
11 AM Youth Mall Trip 

 

Christmas Music All Around  
6 PM Sunday, December 17 

 

Caroling and Cookies  
6 PM Wednesday, December 20 

(in place of regular evening activities)  
 

Sisters in Service Meeting  
7 PM Thursday, December 21 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
6 PM Sunday, December 24 

 

Office Closed  
December 25 ð January 1 
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Donõt forget to visit the link below to see the layout of  
Sundayõs service.  Scriptures from the service along with 
recordings of the songs we will be singing are available. 

http://firstbaptistgrandview.org/prepare-for-sunday/ 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service  

6 PM Sunday, December 24  

 

Caroling and Cookies 
6:00ñ7:30 PM Wednesday, December 20 

 

We will meet at the church building before  
breaking into groups at 6 PM to go Christmas  

caroling around Grandview. 
 

There will be hot chocolate and cookies in the  
Faith Center when we return from caroling. 

 

All adults, children, and youth are invited to join  
us for caroling and cookies.  A parent or  

guardian must accompany children. 
 

There will be no regular evening activities 
 at the church building on the 20th. 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Trip to Oak Park Mall 
11 AM Saturday, December 16 

Grades 6thñ12th are invited to meet at  
FBC at 11 AM before heading to Oak Park 

Mall to do some Christmas shopping.   
Bring money for lunch and any purchases! 

Christmas by  
Candlelight  
6 PM Sunday, December 24  

 

Invite your friends and family 
and join us for our Christmas 

Eve Candlelight Service. 

 

Christmas Music All Around 
6 PM Sunday, December 17 

 

We will have an evening of music featuring 
songs from our worship team and the Blue 
Ridge Christian Schoolõs Handbell Choir. 

http://firstbaptistgrandview.org/prepare-for-sunday/


 

  

Regular Weekly Schedule  
 

Sunday  
  9:15 AM Bible Study  
10:30 AM Worship Service 
  5:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Bible Study 
  5:15 PM Awana Meal 
  5:45 PM Awana Club 
  6:00 PM Life Discipleship  

Iglesia Pan de Vida Worship 
 

Wednesday  
  5:30 PM Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Prayer Service 
  7:00 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study,  
 GAôs, RAôs, Mission Friends, ESL, and 
 The Pursuit 6th-12th Student Ministry 
  8:00 PM Menôs Basketball in Faith Center 
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Have a question? Contact the officeé 

Visit our website at firstbaptistgrandview.org  

(816)-763-2200  
office@firstbaptistgrandview.org 
9:00 AMð3:30 PM Tuesday through Friday 

Phone: 
Email: 
Hours:  

Sunday, December 3, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs: Aneita Hays, Cindy Jackson,  
Phyllis Kenagy, and Sheriann Kessinger 
3ôs-K: Clint and Amy Blankenship 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Donnie Sims 
                                                and Bob Berning 

 
Sunday, December 10, 10:30 AM 

 

Babies -2ôs: Donna and Rachel Martin  
and Pam Parisse 

3ôs-K: Shannon Farris and Alyssa Gilliland 
Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Clint Blankenship 

                                              and David Hutchison 
 

Sunday, December 17, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs: David and Paula Hutchison,  
Mari Spratt and Sheriann Kessinger 
3ôs-K: Shirley Smith and Mary Furr 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Scott Neal 
and Jeff Norman 

 
Sunday, December 24, 10:30 AM 

 

Babies -2ôs: Sheriann Kessinger, Cindy Jackson,  
and Phyllis Kenagy 

3ôs-K: Sharon Spitzer and Tiffany Rettman 
Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Donnie Sims 

and Bob Berning 

Mission Wednesday 
7 PM Wednesday Evenings 

RAõs for boys grades 1ñ5 
GAõs for girls grades 1ñ5 

Mission Friends for  
kindergarten aged kids 

The Pursuit 
6thñ12th Grade  

Wednesday at 7 PM 
Sundays at 9:15 AM 

 

Awana Kidsõ Bible Club 
Sunday Evenings 5:45 PM 

Meal from 5:15 to 5:30 

 

We are always collecting  
clothing and household 
items for our give away! 


