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Is there value in praying together?  Of course most of us would say that there is.  That is why we have a 

Wednesday night prayer meeting, right?  Or that is why we take prayer requests during Sunday morning  

Bible Study.  We pray before meals together, before meetings at church, and before various other events as 

well.  Therefore it should be a given that we would also pray together during our Sunday morning services.  

But praying multiple times in our service?  Why not simply open with a quick word of prayer and then  

perhaps close with another?  Why do we pray multiple times with at least one of those being a lengthy  

segment of our service?   Well, this week, I would like to give you three reasons why we pray the way that  

we do during our services. 
 

First, we pray together with intentionality.  The prayers that we lift up during our services are not simple  

formalities that we should fulfill as Christians gathering together.  No, there is a purpose behind each one of 

them.  Consider our opening prayer.  Our normal course of action is to open with a Psalm that expresses praise 

to the Lord or one that communicates the greatness of our God.  We read this Psalm and then we generally 

pray through the Psalm to open our service.  In our opening prayer, we are then setting the tone of our service 

to be focused on God’s majestic character or on some aspect of His power, love, wisdom or grace as we gather 

together to praise Him.  Sometimes we will also have a short prayer of confession in the middle of our service.  

Here the goal is not necessarily to confess every sin, but to allow us a time to reflect on our own hearts as we 

prepare to hear from the Lord.  The next prayer that we have is usually the lengthy one.  Here we spend time 

praying together for the needs of the church.  We try to pray for people in our congregation by name, we pray 

for ministries and events, we pray for our country and our leaders and we pray for the sermon time.  Then the 

last prayer that we generally have is at the conclusion of the sermon.  Even this prayer has intentionality to it.  

Here we pray over the points of the sermon asking God to apply them to our lives as we consider His truth.  

Again in all of these prayers there is a purpose behind them.   
 

Second, we pray together for greater unity.  If we have been brought together by the blood of Jesus Christ, 

placed together in His church to love and serve one another, then corporate prayer displays the unity that is and 

ought to already be present among us.  The way that prayer does this is through allowing us to come together 

with one voice to lift up our praise, confession, requests and thanks to the Lord.  Now this really goes against 

the grain of the way church might often be viewed.  Typically many will see the church as a way to allow them 

to individually grow or to individually receive or individually express worship to God.  But the church is not 

our individual devotion time with one to two hundred other people.  Praying together shows how we are knit 

and tied together as it places us into the lives of those we are praying for or the ministries that others may lead.  

Praying together reminds us that we are in this fight for faith together. 
See Praying Together 

on page 2 

Deacon’s Meeting 
4:30 PM Sunday,  

September 11 

Sisters in Service Meeting 
7 PM Thursday,  
September 15 
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No Evening Service this Sunday.  Have a happy Labor Day! 
Church office will be closed on Monday, September 5. 



 

 

Praying Together 

Continued from page 1 
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Third, we pray together because it’s biblical.  If you take a look through the scriptures you will see multiple 

occasions when either the nation of Israel or the church comes together to pray with one voice to the Lord.  

This is clear for example in the Old Testament when Israel begins to cry out together for their deliverance from 

Egypt (Ex. 2:23) followed by praise to God when they are set free (Ex. 15).  In the spring we went through the 

book of Joshua together.  A clear example of corporate prayer came when Joshua intercedes for the people of 

Israel after Achan’s sin (Josh. 7:6-9).  In the New Testament this is clear in examples such as the Lord’s Prayer 

in Matthew 6:9-13, where all of the pronouns are not “I” but “we.”  From there you consider one of the  

purposes of the church was to gather together for prayer (Acts 2:42) and they pray for such things as Peter’s 

release from prison (Acts 12:12-17) or Paul and Barnabas before their missionary journey (Acts. 13:1-3).  

Scripture provides us with a clear pattern of God’s people gathering together to pray, not just individually, 

 but corporately.   
 

Everything we do as a church has a purpose behind it.  This is true in our ministries and outreaches, but it is 

also true in every function and order for our Sunday morning service.  We read scripture because it keeps us 

from error and it transforms our hearts.  We sing songs because we praise God and we recite His truth to one 

another.  We listen to a sermon because we need to hear God’s word explained and applied.  Likewise, we as 

the church need to see our dependence upon God and from there praise Him, confess to Him, intercede to Him 

and thank Him.  So we pray, and we even pray multiple times within in our service, as we seek the glory of 

God and the building up of His people. 
 

Serving Him with You, 

Pastor Michael Nelson 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  F r i  Sa t  

    1 2 3 
10 AM First  
Saturday in Faith 
Center Kitchen 

4 
No Evening Service 

5 
Labor Day  
(Ch. Office Closed) 

6 7 
 

8 9 10 
Apple Festival  
9 AM-3 PM @ FBC, 
Raymore 

11 
4:30 PM Deacon 
Mtg 
Awana 5:45 PM 

12 13 14 15 
SIS Mtg. 7 PM 

16 17 

18 
9:30 AM Finance 
Mtg. 

19 20 21 
Quilting Group 1 PM 

22 23 24 
Apple Pie Day 

25 26 27 
Trustee Mtg. 

28 
7 PM Membersô Mtg. 

29 30  
Week of Prayer for Rheubin L. South Missouri Missions Offering 



 

 

Sunday nights at 5:45 PM 
Beginning Sunday, September 11 

 

A Club that Includes: 
¶ Bible memorization  
¶ Clear presentation of the Good News 

about Jesus  
¶ Fun ways to learn Godôs Word (the Bible)  
¶ Opportunities to earn badges and awards 
¶ Great games every week  

 

For more info, please email the office at  
office@firstbaptistgrandview.org 

 

Helpers and Leaders are needed!   

Please see the bulletin board  or call  

the office for more information. 
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Apple Festival at FBC, Raymore 
9 AMð3 PM Saturday, September 10 

 

Come out to FBC Raymore and support  
the Missouri Baptist Childrenôs Home.   
Donôt miss the Food, Crafts, and Quilts! 
More info is available on the bulletin board.  

Worship Team Rehearsal is at  
5:30 PM on Wednesday Nights.  

 

All members of the team need to be  
in the sanctuary at 5:30 PM so we  

can begin practicing at 5:45. 
 

Please see Matt for more info. 
Now is a great time to join the choir! 

~Mark Your Calendar~ 
 

No Evening Service 
Sunday, September 1 

 

Labor Day (Church office closed) 
Monday, September 5 

 

Deacon Meeting 
4:30 PM Sunday, September 11 

 

Sisters in Service Meeting 
7 PM Thursday, September 15 

 

Finance Meeting 
9:00 AM Sunday, September 18 

Members’ Meeting 
7 PM Wednesday,  

September 28 

Finance Meeting 
8:45 AM Sunday, 

September 18 

Clothing Give Away 
8 AMð11 AM Saturday, October 8 

The Sisters in Service will be holding a clothing 
give away.  If you have any shoes, clothing, or 

household items that you are no longer using and 
would like to donate, please take them down to 
the Faith Center Basement or bring them to the 

office during office hours.   

The Mingling of Souls 
Dating Conference 
November 11, 2016 

Life Discipleship 
Sundays at 6 PM starting September 11 

On Sunday Evenings this Fall, we will be offering 
two Life Discipleship Tracks.  The Spiritual Forma-
tion Track will be led by Pastor Michael.  The Fam-

ily Equipping Track will be led by Clint 
Blankenship.  For more information about these 

tracks, check out the August, 25th  
First Light Newsletter on our website, 

www.firstbaptistgrandview.org.  



 

 

September  
18ð24 

Week of Prayer for Rheubin L. South  
Missouri Missions Offering  

Goal: $3,500  

Stay up to date with whatôs going on at First 
Baptist by text messaging FBCGV to 95577. 

 

You will receive event reminders 
and invitations as well as church 

closings and cancellations.   

September 24: Apple Pie Day 
October 15: Pumpkin Patch 
December 10: Kaleidoscope 

 
Please email Adam McCampbell at  

adam@firstbaptistgrandview.org for 
more information about family events. 

 
Preschool Workers and Deacons for  

Sunday, September 4, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs:Carolyn Wilson and  
Paula and David Hutchison  
3ôs-K: Scott and Trisha Neal 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Scott Neal 
                                              and Jeff Norman 

 
 

Preschool Workers and Deacons for  
Sunday, September 11, 10:30 AM 

 

Babies -2ôs: Cindy Jackson,  
Sheriann Kessinger, and Donna Martin 
3ôs-K: Alyssa Gilliland and Shannon Farris 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Donnie Sims 
                                                      and Bill Smith 

 
Preschool Workers and Deacons for  

Sunday, September 18, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs: Rachel Martin and Pam Parisse 
3ôs-K: Jeff and Tammy Norman 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Ray Smith 
                                       and Clint Blankenship 

 
 

Preschool Workers and Deacons for  
Sunday, September 25, 10:30 AM 

 

Babies -2ôs: Mari Spratt,  
Carolyn Wilson and Cindy Jackson 
3ôs-K: Sandy Owings and Mary Furr 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Darin Harris 
                                           and David Hutchison 

Regular Weekly Schedule  
 

Sunday  
  9:15 AM Bible Study  
10:30 AM Worship Service 
  5:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Bible Study 
  6:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Worship 

 
 
 

Wednesday  
  5:30 PM Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Prayer Service 
  7:00 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study,  
 GAôs, RAôs, Mission Friends, ESL, and 
 The Pursuit 7th-12th Student Ministry 
  8:00 PM Menôs Basketball in Faith Center 

~FBC Family Ministry Events 2016~  
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If you have questions, comments, or suggestions for our First Light newsletter,  
please call or email the office.  Thank you!  

 

  Office Phone:  (816)-763-2200  
  Email:   office@firstbaptistgrandview.org 
  Hours:   8:30 AMð1:30 PM Tuesday through Friday 

 

Please check out our new website! firstbaptistgrandview.org 


