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Annie Armstrong  
Easter Offering 

$  7,650.00 
$  8,181.78 
$     531.78 

 Our Goal: 
 Received: 
Exceeded: 

 

Secret Church 
5:30 PM—12 AM Friday, April 29 

 

During this Secret Church, we will explore  
the claims of Christ in the gospel and consider 

how these claims inform the way we  
understand religions in the world and impact the 
way we live when surrounded by varied believers 

with diverse belief systems. 

FUNDRAISER 
FOR CHILDREN'S CAMP  

Wednesday, April 20 at 6:15 PM 
 

All donations will help send our children  
to CentriKid camp in Bolivar, MO in July.   

 

Total needed for Camp   $  2, 142 
 

In place of our regular 7 PM Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study we  
will have a missions presentation  

from Don and Diane Combs. 

JOY Group Trip to Toy Museum 
Bus leaves the church building at 9:45 AM. 
The JOY Group will be going to Kansas City to 
see the newly remodeled National Museum of 
Toys/Miniatures.  Lunch will be had at Niece’s 

Restaurant following the 
museum visit.   

Please see the  
bulletin board for 
more information. 



 

 A Word From Our Pastor 
Typically when the average church goer thinks of membership, it is usually with the idea of having your name 

put on an official role at the church in which you attend.  Some would agree that it is necessary, whereas others 

would see it as something completely optional.  There seems to be a sense among Christians that being a part 

of a church is good, but many feel as long as they are in a church, whether committed or not, then that is okay 

too.  Last week, I presented to our church a formal process for membership at First Baptist.  But before we see 

the value in a process for those desiring to join our fellowship, I want to take the time to show you the  

necessity of becoming a member in the first place. 

 

Our thought here must begin with a proper understanding of what the local church is.  Jonathan Leeman from 

his book titled Church Membership says, “The local church is the authority on earth that Jesus has instituted to 

officially affirm and give shape to my Christian life and yours.”  We see this definition take center stage in 

Matthew 16:18-19 where it says, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 

church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 

whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been 

loosed in heaven.”  The debate that always takes place here is what “this rock” is?  Is it Peter or his confession 

of Christ given earlier in verse 16 where he says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  The  

problem with this debate is that Peter and his confession cannot be separated.  So then it seems right to say 

“this rock” that Jesus says He will build His church, is the foundation of those who profess to believe and  

follow the truth of Jesus Christ.   

 

Therefore what we have here is the proclamation from Jesus Christ that His church will be built through the 

confession of true believers.  In other words, the church is composed of only those who are truly believers in 

Jesus Christ.  Then through these true believers, we apply what Jesus says in Matthew 16:19 about the church 

holding the “keys to the kingdom.”  What this means is that the church is given the authority to hear a person’s 

confession of faith, examine their deeds in line with that confession, and either affirm or deny the truth of what 

they proclaim.  By the way, I think this is why two chapters later we have Jesus again talking about the church 

for the second and final time in the gospels, mentioning it in the context of church discipline.  What all of this 

means is that according to Jesus in the gospel of Matthew, the church is meant to be a representation of the 

kingdom of God.  The church holds the keys to the kingdom and this kingdom is to be composed of those 

whose lives attest to a right confession of faith.   

 

So then, if the church is meant to display the kingdom of God on earth, there are many, many implications to 

this.  This ought to affect how we view worship, how we unite together to serve, how we teach and how we 

care for one another.  But in the context of membership, this ought to attest to the priority that we place upon 

our members.  If we allow members to walk away and live a life contrary to the claims of the gospel, then we 

misrepresent the kingdom of God.  Likewise, if we don’t take the time to get to know prospective members 

then we mishandle our duty as kingdom members before our King.  There is a seriousness placed upon  

membership here that we as the church representing the kingdom of God ought to take heed to.   

 

As we look towards the next step of our church putting a process in place for membership, let us remember 

why we are doing so.  Membership in the local church is not an optional add on to the Christian life where a 

Christian decides the amount of commitment they want to have.  On the contrary, membership is a necessity 

because the local church is the earthly  

representation of God’s kingdom.   Let us then as Christ’s church place a necessary seriousness on how we 

represent His kingdom.     

 

Serving Him with You, 

 

Pastor Michael Nelson 
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8:30 AM 
9:45 AM 

11:00 AM 
4:30 PM 
5:15 PM 
5:45 PM 
6:00 PM 
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Schedule for May 1, 2016 
 

NO Traditional Worship.éééé....éééééé.. 
Bible Studyééééé.ééééé......ééééé. 
Combined Worship by Evidence Choir...ééé.é 
Deacons Meetingéééééééééééé..éé 
Awana Mealééééééééééééé...é.é... 
Awana Clubééééééééééééé...ééé. 
Evening Serviceé.éé.éé..é.éééé.............. 

~Mark Your Calendars~ 
 

Finance Meeting 
9:30 AM Sunday, April 24 

 

Trustee Meeting 
6:30 PM Tuesday April 26 

~Items Needed~ 
 

Old CDs are needed for a VBS craft for the  
3rd and 4th grade girls.  If you have any  
unwanted, old, or scratched CDs, please  

bring them to the church office, give them to  
Rena Hall or put them in the Bring-It-Barrel  

in the hallway by the choir room. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Another item needed for a VBS craft is plastic 

water bottle lids.  If you drink water from plastic 
water bottles, please save your lids and bring 
them by the church office or put them in the 

Bring-It-Barrel in the hallway by the choir room. 
 
 

We are collecting plastic or wooden sewing 
thread spools for a project the GA’s will be doing 
at their retreat.  If you have any spools please 
bring them to the office, give them to Sheriann 
Kessinger, or put them in the Bring-It-Barrel in 

the hallway by the choir room.   
Thank you! 

 

Office hours are 8:30 AM—1:30 PM Monday through Friday 

S P R I N G     I S     H E R E ! 

Have you done your Spring Cleaning? 
Sisters in Service Clothing Give Away  
8:00 AMð11:00 AM Saturday, April 30  

 

Donations are still being accepted for this 
event.  The give away is in special need of 

menôs and childrenôs clothing. 
 

If you have items you wish to donate,  
please take them to the Faith Center  

Basement during our regular meeting  
times, or during church office hours:  
MondayðFriday 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM.   

Easter 2016 Pictures 
Pictures from Easter Sunday have been 
sent via email.  If you had your picture 
taken on Easter Sunday and have yet  
to receive an email with the pictures  

attached, please email Faith Neal at the 
church office at csfbcgv@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

May 21: Deanna Rose Childrenôs Farmstead 
July 11ð15: VBS 
July 16: KC Zoo 
July 25ð29: CentriKid 
September 24: Apple/Berry Picking 
October 15: Pumpkin Patch 
December 10: Kaleidoscope 

 

Please email Adam McCampbell at  
pastor_cy.fbcgv@sbcglobal.net for 
more information about family events. 

 
Preschool Workers and Deacons for  

Sunday, April 10, 8:30 &11:00 AM 
 

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Phyllis Kenagy and  
                                      Mari Spratt 

Babies -2ôs: Rhonda Langley and Donna Martin 
3ôs-K: Clint and Amy Blankenship 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Bill Smith 
                                                   and Ray Smith 

 
 

Preschool Workers and Deacons for  
Sunday, April 17, 8:30 and11:00 AM 

 

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Jack Jewell and  
                                  Sheriann Kessinger 

Babies -2ôs: Bonnie Jewell and Rachel Martin 
3ôs-K: Mary Wood and Hannah Brizuela 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Clint Blankenship 
                                                   and Martin Hall 

 
 

Preschool Workers and Deacons for  
Sunday, April 24, 8:30 and 11:00 AM  

 

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Kalina Smalls and  
                                  Carolyn Wilson 

Babies -2ôs: Pam Parisse and Veronica Dominguez 
3ôs-K: Jerry and Sandi Malone 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Darin Harris 
                                                     and David Hutchison 

 
 

Preschool Workers and Deacons for  
Sunday, May 1, 8:30 and 11:00 AM  

 

Childcare at 8:30 AM: No 8:30 AM Service 
Babies -2ôs: David and Paula Hutchison 
3ôs-K: Donnie and Becky Sims 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Charles Kurtz 
                                     and Scott Neal 

 

Regular Weekly Schedule  
 

Sunday  
8:30 AM Traditional Worship 

9:45 AM Bible Study  
11 AM Contemporary Worship  

5:15 PM Awana Meal  
(for workers and children only) 

5:45 PM Awana Club (Sep thru May) 
6 PM Worship Service in Sanctuary, 
Iglesia Pan de Vida Sunday School 

7:15 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Worship Service 
 

Wednesday  
5:30 PM Praise team practice 

6:00 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
7 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study,  

GA’s, RA’s, Mission Friends, ESL, and 
The Pursuit 7th-12th Grade Student Ministry 

8 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Men’s Basketball in Faith Center 

 
Thursday 

6:30 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Basketball in 
Faith Center 

~FBC Family Ministry Events 2016~  
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VBS July 11ð16 for children 
Kð 6th Grade.  


