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A Word From Our Pastor

Membership into a club or organization in our contemporary western culture has taken a turn towards a
consumerist type of mentality. Instead of becoming a part of an organization in order to serve and bring about
a greater benefit, the mentality of most asks, “What’s in it for me.” It is almost as if the church in this case,
taking its cue from the world, has taken this laissez faire type of attitude towards membership. Therefore, we
at First Baptist Church ought to run counter to our culture and make membership something meaningful as we
seek to display our commitment to God as anything but trite and self-focused.

All throughout the New Testament you have indicators of the seriousness of membership in the local church.
In 1 Corinthians 5 you have a man being disciplined by a church for immorality. The only way the church is
able to do this is through knowing the member and his life. Thankfully in 2 Corinthians 2, you have that same
member being welcomed back into fellowship. But that came through the church knowing of his repentance.
In James 5:19, James calls the Jerusalem church to go after someone in the church who strays from the truth.
Again, an example of the church keeping members accountable. The Scriptures call us to love one another,
outdo one another in showing honor, live in harmony with one another, instruct, greet, comfort, serve, bear the
burdens of, forgive, encourage, always seek to do good to, exhort, stir up to love and good works, confess your
sins to, pray for and show hospitality to one another. On and on you can see the seriousness of commitment
from the individual church member as well as the seriousness of the commitment of the church to the
individual member.

In the church’s membership, then, non-Christians should see the characteristics of God in the lives of His
people who have been changed through their relationship with Jesus Christ. To admit members into our
fellowship who believe contrary to our mission, or worse, who are unbelievers, distorts our display of God and
disrupts the unity we seek to achieve. We would never do this on purpose, but a way to avoid this from
occurring would be to simply have a process that allows prospective members, as well as the church, to get to
know one another before this commitment takes place.

Therefore, in last night’s business meeting, I proposed a new process for our church when it comes to
receiving new members. This is by no means meant to deter anyone’s sincerity when considering whether or
not they want to join, but it is simply a way for us as First Baptist Church, as well as a prospective member, to
understand the commitment that each one of us is taking as we prepare to enter into this bond of fellowship.

Most of our membership policy remains the same, so let me highlight a few of the proposed changes:

1. All prospective members will be required to go through a membership interview. During these few
minutes, the prospective member will be asked to share how they came to Christ, explain their
understanding of the gospel and a few other basic questions about their walk with the Lord.

2. All prospective members will be required to attend a new member orientation. Here they will walk
through our church’s statement of faith, our church covenant, our structure as a church, and our vision and
mission.

See Membership, on page 2
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3. Upon completion of a membership interview and the new member orientation, prospective members
will then be presented in a regular morning service for a vote before the entire congregation.

Again the idea here is to give our church and the prospective member an opportunity to get to know each other
before we commit to covenant with one another in fellowship and in our witness of God to the world. This
process, by God’s grace, will allow us the opportunity to do this. We at First Baptist Church want to be faith-
ful in all that we do. We want to please God in our services, in our ministries and in our outreach. In addition
to this, we want to be faithful to our mission as we seek to declare and demonstrate the power of God in Christ.
The only way to do so is to know one another beginning at the initial point of committing to membership.

Serving Him with You,
Pastor Michael Nelson

Wednesday, April 20 at 6:15 PM

All donations will help send our children
to CentriKid camp in Bolivar, MO in July.

Total needed for Camp $ 2 142

In place of our regular 7 PM Wednesday
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study we
will have a missions presentation
from Don and Diane Combs.

Help Needed
A recent guest of our church is in need of
help moving. The move should take place
on Friday, April 1st. If you are able to
help move furniture and boxes, please
contact Mary Wood at (816) 853--5536.
Thank you!

IS

Sprin CLEANNG?
The Sisters in Service are preparing for their
Spring Clothing Give Away.

If you have items you wish to donate,
please take them to the Faith Center Base-
ment during our regular meeting times, or

during church office hours: Mondayd Friday
8:30 AM to 1:30 PM.

SIEC XXET
CHURCH.

Simulcast with David Platt

Friday, April 29,2016

A Global Gospelin a
\World of Religions SecretChurch.org

Secret Church
5:30 PM—12 AM Friday, April 29

During this Secret Church, we will explore
the claims of Christ in the gospel and consider
how these claims inform the way we
understand religions in the world and impact the
way we live when surrounded by varied believers
with diverse belief systems.
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WMU Annual Meeting
April 8-9
Cost is $40/person.

The Missions Celebrations/WMU Annual Meeting
will be held at Midwestern Baptist Theological

Seminary in Kansas City.
Register online at

www.mobaptist.org/wmu/missions-celebration/.

Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering

Our Goal: $ 7,650.00
Received: $ 7,220.59
Needed: $ 429.41

VBS Clinic

6:30 PM Thursday, March 31
Hosted by Blue Riverd Kansas City
at First Baptist, Grandview

This clinic will provide training for:

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4

Pastors/Directors

Bible Story Leaders
Missions Leaders

Music Leaders

Older Preschool Leaders
Craft Leaders

First Saturday
10:00 AM April 2

All women and girls are invited to join us

for a fun time of fellowship as Rena Hall

demonstrates how to decorate flower
cupcakes and leads our devotion.

All donations from this event
will go toward the food pantry.
Canned foods and other non - perishable
food items are welcome.

More information and the sign up sheet are
available on the bulletin board in the hall.

This First Saturday will take place
in the Faith Center Kitchen.

~So the older women may teach the young

Titus 28 5

~Items Needed~

Old CDs are needed for a VBS craft for the 3rd and
4th grade girls. If you have any unwanted, old,
or scratched CDs, please bring them to the church
office, give them to Rena Hall or put them in the
Bring-It-Barrel in the hallway by the choir room.

We are collecting plastic spools for a project the

GAd6s will be do.ilhyguhave

any spools please bring them to the office, give

them to Sheriann Kessinger, or put them in the

Bring-It-Barrel in the hallway by the choir room.
Thank you!

t

Office hours are 8:30 AMd 1:30 PM Monday through Friday

er-

~Mark Your Calendars~

Deacon Meeting
4:30 PM Sunday, April 3

Church Council Meeting
6 PM Wednesday, April 6

Finance Meeting
9:30 AM Sunday, April 24

Trustee Meeting
6:30 PM Tuesday April 26
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Regular Weekly Schedule

Sunday
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:45 AM Bible Study
11 AM Contemporary Worship
5:15 PM Awana Meal
(for workers and children only)
5:45 PM Awana Club (Sep thru May)
6 PM Worship Service in Sanctuary,
Iglesia Pan de Vida Sunday School
7:15 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Worship Service

Wednesday
5:30 PM Praise team practice
6:00 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study,

G A PRSA pMission Friends, ESL, and
The Pursuit 7th-12th Grade Student Ministry
8 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

Mends Basketball

Thursday
6:30 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Basketball in
Faith Center

~FBC Family Ministry Events 2016~

May2l:Deanna Rose Chi l
July 118 15: VBS

July 16: KC Zoo

July 2506 29: CentriKid

September 24: Apple/Berry Picking
October 15: Pumpkin Patch

December 10: Kaleidoscope

The date for CentriKid camp has changed.
It is now July 25-29.
CentriKid camp for kids is held in Bolivar MO.
This camp is for children completing
the 3rdd 6th Grades.

Please email Adam McCampbell at
pastor_cy.fbcgv@sbcglobal.net for more
information about CentriKid camp or
any other family events.
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Preschool Workers and Deacons for
Sunday, April 3, 8:30 and 11:00 AM

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Laura Cornwell and
Paretta McMullen
Babies-26 :sBetsy Graham and Cindy Jackson
30 «: Sharon and Tiffany Spitzer
Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Jeff Norman
and Donnie Sims

Preschool Workers and Deacons for
Sunday, April 10, 8:30 &11:00 AM

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Phyllis Kenagy and
Mari Spratt
Babies-26 :sRhonda Langley and Donna Martin
30 «: Ciint and Amy Blankenship
Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Bill Smith
and Ray Smith

Preschool Workers and Deacons for
Sunday, April 17, 8:30 and11:00 AM

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Jack Jewell and
Sheriann Kessinger
Babies-26 sBonnie Jewell and Rachel Martin

30 4 Mary, %i/and Hannah Brizuela
Degc%r?s%oérwguﬁ\é\g; isitation: Clint Blankenship

and Martin Hall

Preschool Workers and Deacons for
Sunday, April 24, 8:30 and 11:00 AM

Childcare at 8:30 AM: Kalina Smalls and
Carolyn Wilson
Babies-206 :sPam Parisse and Veronica Dominguez
36 &K: Jerry and Sandi Malone
Deacons For Sunday Visitation: Darin Harris
and David Hutchison
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