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I trust that everyone survived the apocalyptic ice storm last weekend!  If you canôt tell, there is sarcasm in my 

voice as I write this to you.  What some were claiming would be the worst ice storm in ten years, others had 

the wait-and-see mentality.  We did what we thought was the safest and cancelled our services for Sunday, 

wanting to avoid any sort of unsafe conditions for those who decided to venture out that morning.  Unfortu-

nately, we also missed our opportunity to hear from the Rachel House.  But, by Godôs grace, they have agreed 

to come back to us in a few weeks.  Lord willing, hopefully our Missouri weather wonôt be an impediment!   

 

This Sunday we will pick back up in our series through the New Testament epistle of Ephesians.  Honestly, 

since coming here two years ago, this has been my favorite series to preach.  I have only preached once in the 

last five weeks and we are beginning to hit the cornerstone of Ephesians (3:1-6), so again, needless to say, I am 

excited about this Sunday.  Put that together with our body taking the Lordôs Supper together and you have an 

abundant amount of reasons to make sure that you are here.   

 

As we pick up in Ephesians chapter 3 this week, again, what we see is really the cornerstone of the Apostle 

Paulôs letter.  In chapter 1, Paul begins by talking about the individual blessings we have through Jesus Christ.  

We have been ñchosen in Himò (v.4), ñpredestined for adoptionò (v.5), ñredeemed through His bloodò (v.7) 

and ñsealed with the Holy Spiritò (v.13).  All of this occurs to us then, for the praise of Godôs glory (v.6, 12, 

14).  These Ephesian believers, as well as every single one of us who trust in Jesus Christ, now have our hearts 

enlightened to Godôs power at work in us.  This power is the same power that raised Christ from the dead and 

exalted Him ñfar above every rule and authority and power and dominionò (v.21).  What glorious blessings 

God has given to us in Jesus Christ (v.3). 

 

But that is not all.  Paul makes it a little more personal when we get to chapter 2.  ñAnd you were dead in the 

trespasses and sins in which you once walkedò (v.1).  We were ñby nature children of wrathò (v.3), separated 

from God because of our sin.  But God.  That phrase is so glorious in this book.  ñBut God, being rich in 

mercyémade us alive together with Christò (v.4-5).  It is purely of Godôs grace to save us, as He planned to 

do so since before the beginning of time.  We have no reason to boast (v.9), as it is only the cross of Jesus 

Christ to which we can cling. 

 

Paul then makes a shift when we get to the second half of chapter 2.  Not only does he remind the Ephesians 

that they were ñseparated from Christò (v.12), but that they were also separated from Godôs plan of salvation 

for His people.  The Ephesians were Gentiles.  They were ñalienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promiseò (v.12).  But Christ came and broke down this ñdividing wallò (v.14)  

and He created ñone new man in the place of twoò (v.15).  Surely what we see is that the implications of 

Christôs work is far more vast than we often give it credit.  Christôs work saves, but it also gives us power and 

unites Godôs people together, regardless of their background.   

See Ephesians 

on page 2 
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Membersõ Meeting 
7 PM Wednesday, January 25 

This Wednesday! 

 

Lottie Moon  
Christmas Offering  

Our Goal:  $ 10,000.00 
Received:      7,233.02 

Needed:      2,766.98  

Lottie Moon 

Ephesians 

Continued from page 1 

Finance Meeting 
8:45 AM Sunday, 

January 22 

 

Lordõs Supper 
Sunday, January 22 

~So the older women may teach the younger~ 

Titus 2:3±5 

 

First Saturday 
10 AM February 4 

 
All women and girls are invited for  
a fun time of fellowship as we make 
Valentineõs Day cards and as Alaina 

Bonin demonstrates how to decorate 
Valentineõs Day cookies.   

 
More info and sign up sheet are available 

on the bulletin board in the hall! 

This is where we pick up in chapter 3.  What Paul has been talking about, specifically at the end of chapter 2, 

was a mystery, hidden from generations past (v.5).  God had promised to save the whole world through  

Abraham, but how that would be accomplished was hidden in ages past.  But now, the Gentiles are united with 

the Jews, all peoples from all cultures, demographics, past lifestyles, etc. are saved through Jesus Christ and 

formed into the church.  What a blessing!  What a declaration we have!  What a demonstration of love we can 

show to all!  God has crossed the barrier and we can be His through Christ and Christ alone.  

 

I hope and pray that you will be with us this week.  There is nothing more important for you than to gather 

with Godôs people and to hear His Word proclaimed.  See you Sunday! 

 

Serving Him with You, 

Pastor Michael Nelson 

Christian Sympathy   
to the family and friends  
of Margaret Eleanor Burt 



 

 

 

We are excited to have 
Rachel House visit us soon. 

 

If you would like to learn more about Rachel House 
before they visit, please check out their website: 

http://www.rachelhousefriends.org/ 

~Mark Your Calendar~  
 

Finance Meeting  
8:45 AM Sunday, January 22 

 

Lordôs Supper 
10:30 AM Sunday, January 22 

 

Membersô Meeting 
7 PM Wednesday, January 25 

 

Deaconôs Meeting 
4:30 PM Sunday, February 5 
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Deaconõs Meeting 
4:30 PM Sunday,  

February 5 

Sisters in Service Meeting 
7 PM Thursday,  

February 16 

Our next child care rotation will begin in 
April.  Please prayerfully consider how you 

can help with our nursery ministry. 

2016 Contribution Statements 
 

The contribution statements have been  
prepared and can be picked up this Sunday. 

They are on a table in the sanctuary  
across from the organ. aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ¦ƴƛƻƴ  

Missions Celebration and Annual Meeting  
April 7-8, 2017  

First Baptist Church, Lebanon  
 

REGISTRATION begins January at 
www.mobaptist.org/wmu  
$30/person until March 24  

$40 after March 24  
 

More info is available on the bulletin board in the hall. 

Discipleship Classes: 
 

Sunday Nights 
At 6:00 PM 



 

 

Stay up to date with whatôs going on at First 
Baptist by text messaging FBCGV to 95577. 

 

You will receive event reminders 
and invitations as well as church 

closings and cancellations.   

Preschool Workers and Deacons for  
Sunday, January 22, 10:30 AM 

 

Babies -2ôs: David and Paula Hutchison,  
and Donna Martin 

3ôs-K: Darla Harris and Shannon Farris 
Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Scott Neal 
                                              and Jeff Norman 

 
Preschool Workers and Deacons for  

Sunday, January 29, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs: Rachel Martin and Pam Parisse 
3ôs-K: Sharon Spitzer and Tiffany 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Donnie Sims 
                                                      and Bill Smith 

 
Preschool Workers and Deacons for  

Sunday, February 5, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs: Mari Spratt, Carolyn Wilson,  
and Leesa Bowman,  

3ôs-K: Clint and Amy Blankenship 
Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Ray Smith 
                                       and Clint Blankenship 

 
Preschool Workers and Deacons for  

Sunday, February 12, 10:30 AM 
 

Babies -2ôs: Kaele Bybee and Cindy Jackson 
3ôs-K: Jerry and Sandi Malone 

Deacons For Sunday Visitation:  Darin Harris 
                                           and David Hutchison 

Regular Weekly Schedule  
 

Sunday  
  9:15 AM Bible Study  
10:30 AM Worship Service 
  5:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Bible Study 
  5:45 PM Awana Club 
  6:00 PM Life Discipleship Classes 
  6:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Worship 

 

Wednesday  
  5:30 PM Worship Team Rehearsal 
  6:00 PM Iglesia Pan de Vida Prayer Service 
  7:00 PM Prayer Meeting/Bible Study,  
 GAôs, RAôs, Mission Friends, ESL, and 
 The Pursuit 7th-12th Student Ministry 
  8:00 PM Menôs Basketball in Faith Center 

P. 4 

If you have questions, comments, or suggestions for our First Light newsletter,  
please call or email the office.  Thank you!  

Check out our website! firstbaptistgrandview.org  

(816)-763-2200  
office@firstbaptistgrandview.org 
8:30 AMð1:30 PM Tuesday through Friday 

Office: 
Email: 
Hours:  

 

Awana  

Kidsô Bible Club 
Sunday Evenings  

at 5:45 PM  

There are a few poinsettias left over 
from our Christmas season.  Please 

contact Faith Anne in the church office 
if you would like to take one home. 


